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The Bluff, n.d. BLRI Collection

Parkway History: 
The Southern Living Version



View from Craggy Pinnacle, 1960s

Photo by David E. Whisnant



CCC Boys at Doughton Park

BLRI Collection

Jesse Brown Cabin, 2007

Photo by David E. Whisnant



Cherokee Man, 1950s

Hugh Morton Collection, NCC, UNC-CH









Near Cherokee, NC, ca. 1930s

Barbour Collection, NCC, UNC-CH



Cherokee, NC, ca 1946

Barbour Collection, NCC, UNC-CH





Rockfish Gap by Rowe, 1948

BLRI Collection



1935 Reconnaissance Group

Courtesy Robert C. Browning



BLRI Collection



Parkway Construction, Section 2N, 1937

BLRI Collection



Milepost 150.5, 1936

BLRI collection



Frank Coxe Collection, and E.M. Ball Collection 

University of North Carolina at Asheville Ransey Library Special Collections





Heriot Clarkson

Hugh Morton

North Carolina State Archives

http://www.grandfather.com



Mabry Mill from 1949 BRP Guidebook

Johnson Farm as Cabin

Early 1970s, Courtesy BLRI







Blue Ridge Parkway Destination Center, 2008

Photos by Anne M. Whisnant











Doughton Park Comfort Station,  2008

Photo by Evan Whisnant

Race and Segregation



Asheville after 
the 1930s



Photos courtesy Blue Ridge Parkway

Construction and Work 
Experience



Subsequent Encroaching Development

Fancy Gap Cabins, MP 202, 2003

Photo by David E. Whisnant



Peaks of Otter Community, 1850s-1930s
Vernacular landscape

Agriculture, turnpike, tourism
Hotel Mons, Johnson Farm, 20+ families

National Park Service &
Blue Ridge Parkway
1930s-present

Designed landscape overwrites
vernacular landscape

Lodge, motor road, paths, buildings, 
travel, tourism

National Park Service 
interpretive landscape

1960s-present

Telling erroneous history on a 
compromised landscape

Layered Landscapes





First-Ever Children’s Book



http://docsouth.unc.edu/blueridgeparkway/

Driving Through 
Time Project





PLUM Map: Section 2H

Layered Landscapes



Global Mapper to Georeference

Show kml files

NCSU: Proposed Routing Map

Alternative Choices



Primary Sources




