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View from Craggy Pinnacle, 1960s

Photo by David E. Whisnant



Parkway History: 
The Southern Living Version

Still being told. . .

Blue Ridge Parkway Destination Center, 2008

Photo by Anne M. Whisnant



Blue Ridge Parkway Destination Center, 2008

Photo by Anne M. Whisnant



The Bluff, n.d. BLRI Collection



Blue Ridge Parkway Destination Center, 2008

Photo by Anne M. Whisnant



Parkway NC 181

Historic American Engineering Record Collection



Blue Ridge Parkway Destination Center, 2008

Photo by Anne M. Whisnant



Photo by Mike Booher



Jesse Brown Cabin, 2007

Photo by David E. Whisnant



CCC Boys at Doughton Park

BLRI Collection



Photo by Mike Booher



But how does this history 
help with . . .





The Different Journey

Rockfish Gap by Rowe, 1948

BLRI Collection



Parkway Construction, Section 2N, 1937

BLRI Collection





Milepost 150.5, 1936

BLRI collectionWho have we borrowed it from?
(A quick trip through the region.)



1930 Census
Parkway Region

• 29 Counties in Virginia and North Carolina

• Total population in 29 counties = 693,831

• Total population VA + NC = 5,592,127



1930 Census
Parkway Region

• Heterogeneous region

• Two major urban areas:  Roanoke and Asheville

• NC Parkway counties more densely settled and 
growing

• VA Parkway counties more racially diverse

• VA more agricultural, farms more valuable

• NC more industrialized and had greater 
penetration of tourism



2000 Population



1935 Reconnaissance Group

Courtesy Robert C. Browning





Two Viable Routes 
Two Different Parkways

• Tennessee Route

– Favored by NPS 
landscape architect 
(Abbott)

– “a variety of 
mountains, 
mountain stream 
valley, and broad 
river types of 
scenery”

– “relatively low 
elevation”

• North Carolina Route

– Laid out and favored by NC 
highway officials and local 
interests

– “the most direct, the most 
economical, and the one 
which would provide . . . 
the greatest amount of 
scenery”

– “a high elevation all the 
way”



Frank Coxe Collection, and E.M. Ball Collection 

University of North Carolina at Asheville Ransey Library Special Collections



Grove Park Inn

E.M. Ball Collection, Ramsey Library Special Collections, UNC-Asheville





Land Acquisition in Two States





Virginia
Legal Context

• Land title transfers after compensation is 
agreed upon with landowner

• Laws assumed landowner’s right of access to 
the road

• Never accepted the 100 acres per mile in 
fee/50 acres per mile in scenic easement 
standard favored by NPS.



North Carolina
Legal Context

• State posts maps, title transfers.  
Compensation worked out afterward.

• No assumed right of access for landowners.

• Ready adoption of 125 acres per mile in fee as 
Parkway right-of-way.



Individuals Matter

R. Getty BrowningHenry G. Shirley



Fancy Gap Cabins, MP 202, 2003

Photo by David E. Whisnant

In Virginia, “we settled for less.” 
– Stanley W. Abbott



Blue Ridge Parkway Milepost 140, 2003

Photo by Anne M. Whisnant



Heriot Clarkson Hugh Morton

Land Acquisition & 
Powerful Private 

Interests

North Carolina State Archives http://www.grandfather.com



Little Switzerland

Kilmichael Tower, Little Switzerland, 1935

North Carolina Collection, UNC-Chapel Hill



Little Switzerland entrance, c.a. 2005

Photo by David Whisnant



Grandfather Mountain

http://www.grandfather.com/about/hi_res_photos.php



Reprinted from Postcards of Historic Blowing Rock

(Blowing Rock Historical Society, 2002)





Linn Cove Viaduct, October 2008

Photo by David Whisnant



Grandfather Mountain Road, ca. 2006

Photo by David Whisnant



Old “Top Shop” at Grandfather, ca. 2006

Photo by David Whisnant



NPS Narrative





Google Earth Image, 2006

June, 2008



1930s timbering on Grandfather Mountain, Courtesy BLRI



Building road to top of Grandfather, 1952, from UNC-Chapel 

Hill Libraries Hugh Morton Collection



Published by Hugh Morton, ca 1950s

Whisnant personal collection



Early 1970s, Courtesy BLRI



Reprinted from Postcards of Historic Blowing Rock

(Blowing Rock Historical Society, 2002)





“A Horrible Example,” 1957, BLRI Collection

All built environments and landscapes 

have a “politics.”



Peaks of Otter Community, 1850s-1930s
Vernacular landscape

Agriculture, turnpike, tourism
Hotel Mons, Johnson Farm, 20+ families

National Park Service &
Blue Ridge Parkway
1930s-present

Designed landscape overwrites
vernacular landscape

Lodge, motor road, paths, buildings, 
travel, tourism

National Park Service 
interpretive landscape

1960s-present

Telling erroneous history on a 
compromised landscape

Landscapes are layered.



You can “read” the landscape.

Little Switzerland Signs, late 1930s,  BLRI Collection



Global Mapper to Georeference

Show kml files

NCSU: Proposed Routing Map

People in the past had 
choices, just like we do.



Present conditions are the results of 

choices among alternatives.



Almost any large public 
project entails 

costs and benefits.  

How can we distribute 
them fairly?



What is the “public good” 

and how do we identify and achieve it?

Picnicking on Parkway, Courtesy BLRI Collection

Parkview Motor Lodge at 221 and Parkway 

Near Linville Falls, 1960s

From Barbour Postcard Collection, UNC-Chapel Hill



Existing interpretations and stories should 
always be subjected to critical review.





http://docsouth.unc.edu/blueridgeparkway/

Driving Through 
Time Project





PLUM Map: Section 2H











To Learn More

• www.blueridgeparkway75.org (Blue Ridge Parkway 75th

Anniversary)
• http://www.superscenic.com (Super-Scenic Motorway 

website)
• http://www.whentheparkwaycame.com (When the Parkway 

Came website)
• http://www.blueridgeparkwayblog.com (Blog about Blue 

Ridge Parkway issues)
• http://www.brpfoundation.org (Blue Ridge Parkway 

Foundation)
• http://www.blueridgefriends.org/ (Friends of the Blue Ridge 

Parkway)
• http://www.nationalparkstraveler.com (National Parks 

Traveler, excellent park issues blog)

http://www.blueridgeparkway75.org/
http://www.superscenic.com/
http://www.whentheparkwaycame.com/
http://www.blueridgeparkwayblog.com/
http://www.brpfoundation.org/
http://www.blueridgefriends.org/
http://www.nationalparkstraveler.com/

