
Working with Teachers and Students 
to Curate Library Exhibits 



Model: 
1 professor 

6 hired undergrads 











Lessons Learned 

•  Scholars guidance can help paint a story into the collection 

•  Students need structure for metadata & continued guidance 

•  Students great for finding and adding contextual information to 
item level description 



Model: 
1 professor 

1 Public History class 
5,000 “mass digitized” photo cards 

2 months to prepare 



HIST 671  
Intro to Public History 

•  Worked with Prof Anne Whisnant to prepare class syllabus  

•  Presented students with background on Digital Humanities and how to 
be a good digital scholar 



HIST 671  
Background Research 

• http://brparkway.pbworks.com/Sample+Background+Report-+Section+2-Z 

Issues -   

•  Footnotes vs. bibliography. 
•  When to “link” a word? 
•  Relying to much on online resources. 



BRP Photo Card : 5171 Total 



BRP Items Identified : 1203 Total 

Description:  Photo of Black Camp in the 30s, before the Parkway section 2Y was built. Exact location is Heintooga Spur, 
where there is also a picnic area. 

Commentary: This gives us an idea of life before the Parkway.  Black Camp was a popular place for people to spend leisure 
time. Several panoramic views included in this photo selection are taken from Black Camp, indicating that it was a favorite 
vantage point from which to see the surrounding landscape around. The tents are all alike and neatly organized, almost in 
military fashion. 

The "CC" stands for the Civilian Conservation Corps, nicknamed the "tree army" because they were concerned with 
environmental issues before the green movement. In the 30s, as part of the New Deal, the CC recruited young men and they 
planted trees to combat soil erosion, were concerned with pollution in rivers and its effect on the local fauna, built bridges and 
installed phone lines, etc.  The first CC camp was opened in Virginia in the 30s. The camps were under the management of 
the army. They recruited amongst unemployed young men who were trying to earn a little bit of money to support their 
families. 

During the war, when most of the Parkway staff went to war and the CC program ended (in 1942), under Weems' leadership, 
the Parkway received the Conscientious Objector camps who continued the work of the CCC men. (source: Harley, Jolley, 
Blue Ridge Parkway, 1985). 
   
Subject Set: 
(Geographic) Black Camp Gap 
(Geographic) Heintooga Spur 
(Topical) Campground 

Image Subject Set: 
(TGM) Photographs 



BRP Django Admin Site 



BRP Student Input Page 



http://history671.pbworks.com/2Q-Sedlak-Overlook 





HIST 671  

•  Gathered materials for teaching class in the future 

•  Worked on rubric to evaluate digital projects and metadata creation 

•  Created a guide for teachers, librarians, and students interested in 
similar digital humanities projects 

•  4-8  of the 18 student commentaries are “publication-ready” 

•  1208 Content Items described by students 



Students suggested the following ideas for the future of the course: 

1.  They were pleased with the introduction to the project, although they would appreciate a general 
reading about digital humanities. They would also like to see real life examples of digital projects. 

2.  They would like to see the Blue Ridge Parkway pictures first and investigate their sections second in 
order to be more prepared for studying their assigned areas.  

3.  Focusing on a specific section of the Blue Ridge Parkway restricted students from identifying and 
developing an overall theme which touches on other locations in the parkway.  They would have 
liked to look at larger themes that weren't focused on only one area.  

4.  Streamline all of the logins whenever possible.  This semester students had to log into the 
Blackboard wiki for their UNC classes, the PBworks wiki for this course, the Django forms, and the 
P drive.  Next semester we will attempt to streamline all of these through UNC's Blackboard service. 

5.  They also requested more specific criteria/guidelines for citation styles and organization of 
references.  This could be accomplished by creating more user friendly guides for citation and 
reference as well as creating evaluation criteria to deal specifically with evaluating citations. 



After discussing the students recommendations for the course, the "Driving Through Time" team 
discussed the following ideas: 

1.  Next semester students could possibly focus on themes instead of sections since the background 
research on specific sections has already been completed and could be used to build more wide 
reaching commentaries and "overlooks". 

2.  Dr. Whisnant would like students to make more use of the interactive features of the wiki.  Some 
instructors require students to make comments, although the students resisted the idea of forced 
commentary.  Other suggestions include the instructor modeling commenting and sharing them in 
class, and linking students into small cohorts where they will aid one another with research and 
share these ideas through the wiki. 

3.  The team discussed the possibility of developing an additional course which would take the form of 
a digital humanities seminar, focusing solely on the needs of the "Driving Through time" project, 
rather than working on "Driving Through Time" as a small portion of a larger course. 

4.  If possible, workshop days built into the course would be helpful: Detailed Introduction to 
North Carolina Collection, development of working groups which could meet during these times. 



Lingering Questions 
•  Privacy vs. Interaction? 

•  How to build into the DB a way for teachers to check/ edit work? 

•  How much subject tag guidance? 

•  Assigning themes to students, or let them discover new themes? 


